
Horan & Stephenson & Yeselson PHS Expos 2017-18 
Cornell Notes: Walker Percy, “The Loss of the Creature” 1954 
http://boblyman.net/engwr302/handouts/Loss%20of%20the%20Creature.pdf 
 
DUE Tuesday, August 22, 2017, by MIDNIGHT, in your Google Drive Turn In Folder.  
Please remember to title your document and also put your name at the top of the page.  
 
This work is REQUIRED. You MUST complete this work to stay in Expos. If you do not plan 
to take Expos in the Fall, please change your placement over the summer if possible. 
 

● Read Walker Percy’s essay, “The Loss of the Creature,” which he wrote in the 1950s 
and later published in his 1975 book-length collection of essays, The Message in the 
Bottle. 

 
● Write 10+ pages of notes, single-spaced, in either Arial 11 or Times New Roman 12 or 

Calibri 12. You can skip one line between each new thought, and you can right-click on 
your table and add rows for more quotations and notes. Plan to spend 5-7 hours or more 
reading and taking notes on this essay.  

 
● Writing notes is NOT a test; writing notes is an OPPORTUNITY to explore and think, so: 

○ do close read the text; 
○ do look up vocabulary words and include those definitions in your notes;  
○ do make connections back to portions of the text you’ve read already;  
○ do make connections to life--and consider differences between 1958 and 2017; 
○ do make connections to literature--especially to Catcher in the Rye; 
○ do ask questions about the text and try to answer them; 
○ do mark passages that continue to mystify you and keep your mind open; 
○ do record your discoveries and thoughts as you have them; 
○ do open your mind and heart to scholarship, Explorer. 

 
The essay is the creature.  
 

● Your notes must show effort to receive credit:  
○ do not repeat to fill in the space; 
○ do not enlarge the font or skip a million lines or use the bullets to create tiny 

narrow columns of notes with almost no content;  
○ do not change the table proportions;  
○ do not double- or even 1.15-space your notes and then claim you did not read 

the instructions so how could that be your fault? 
○ do not borrow from other sources directly or through paraphrase; 
○ do not stop short and think you have done enough because you’ve done 

something while you have friends who do … less. 

http://boblyman.net/engwr302/handouts/Loss%20of%20the%20Creature.pdf


○ do not invent some novel way of not trying and claim we didn’t list it so it’s okay. 
 


